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There are none whom they love or like so much as those that
have sexual congress with them. Women are like those
(athawan) incantations that are destructive of life. Even.
after they have consented to live with one, they are prepared
to abandon him for entering into engagements with others."'

That the Buddhist revolt against this depraved social con-
dition proved a success is shown to us by the picture we
find of it in the commentary on the Therigcitha^ a work
containing verses ascribed to bhikshunis. <c A good many of
these verses," says Dr. Rhys Davids, "are not only beautiful
in form but also give evidence of a very high degree of that
mental self-culture which played so great a part in the
Buddhist ideal of the perfect life. Many of the women who-
joined the order became distinguished for high intellectual
attainments as well as for moral earnestness. Some women
of acknowledged culture are represented not only as being
the teachers of men and as expounding the deeper and sub-
tler points of the Dharma, but also as having attained the
Great Peace which is the final result of intellectual illumi-
nation and moral earnestness."

The Buddhist reformation being a moral reaction against
a corrupt state of society, it was very necessary that the
relations between'the sexes should be guarded with care.
Strict rules were therefore laid down for the intercourse
of bhikshus with women and of bhikshunis with men.
But nowhere in any of the utterances of the Buddha do we
find anything to show that he made any difference between
man and woman. If he honoured Maudgalyayapa and
Sariputra, he also held in high' esteem Khema, the
wife of King Bimbisara, and Dhammadinna, the chief
among the bhikshunis that preached the Dharma. In no
religion has a woman played such a prominent part as
Visakha has done in Buddhism. In the Saddharmapunda-
nkam the Blessed One appears on his holy mountain sur-
rounded by multitudes of disciples, and among them are six
thousand female saints. That the Blessed One often warn-
ed men against the dangers that lurk in man^s attraction
for woman does not prove that the Buddha regarded woman
as naturally wicked. If people are warned to avoid a preci-
pice, does it follow that there is something intrinsically bad